
 

 

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS ABOUT ATTENDANCE 
 

Q.  How many absences are allowable?   

A.  Each semester a student can miss up to seven (7) excused days.   

 

 

Q.  How long do I have to get a note in to the office? 

A.  All notes must be turned in within three (3) school days, any absence not accounted 

for will be recorded as unexcused. 

 

 

Q. Can I take my child out of school for a family vacation and the days be excused? 

A. No, but for some family emergencies, a student may be allowed one or two days on a 

case-by-case basis.  This will depend on many factors, one of which is the overall 

attendance record of the student in question.  See your school for an Anticipated Absence 

Form if this applies to your student. 

 

 

Q. Do absences start over after the Christmas holidays? 

A. Not for truancy purposes.  However, excused notes do start over for the second 

semester. 

 

 

Q. How long does my child have to be at school for it not to count as an absence? 

A. State policy says a child has to be at school more than half the school day to not be 

counted absent.  However, if a child is checked out of school, or comes to school late, 

without a valid reason, it will be counted as an unexcused tardy.   

 

 

Q. If I check my child out of school at 2:00 P.M., do I have to send a note back to school? 

A. Yes, anytime a child is checked out of school, a note has to be sent to the school 

explaining why the child left school.   The same is true for a late check in to school.  Only 

the state approved reasons for not being at school will be considered as valid reasons why 

the child was not at school for the entire day. 

 

 

Q. My car breaks down on the way to school and my child is late.  Does that count 

against my child? 

A. Yes, the school system cannot excuse a child being late due to transportation 

problems.  If a child is late to school due to being on a late bus, that is not counted against 

the child. 

 



 

 

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS ABOUT ATTENDANCE 
 

Q. How many unexcused absences can my child have? 

A. None without there being consequences.  As you accrue unexcused absences you will 

receive communication from the school and board of education.   

 

 

Q. How many absences can my child have? 

A. Board policy states that the maximum number of days a student can be out each 

semester and pass is 7, these absences need to be excused absences. 

 

 

Q.  I have a sick family member and need my child to go with me to the hospital.  Is this 

excused? 

A.  No, the state does not recognize illness of a family member as an allowable reason for 

a child to miss school.   

 

 

Q:  My student has developed a medical condition that causes them to miss more school 

than normal, what do I do? 

A:  In the case of a significant medical condition, a letter from the doctor on letterhead 

stating the student’s condition and the need for additional days beyond the allowable 

seven (7) days would need to be turned in to the office and a Medical Condition Release 

Form should be completed.  This must be completed each school year and will only 

excuse dates after the letter has been received and/or verified in the school office. 

 


